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(Valerie M. Hope, Roman Death. —&B%)
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It is never easy to fix upon one cause as the origin of a great war, and the war of 1914 was the outcome of several causes

combined. For twenty years there had been growing up in Europe a sense of insecurity; the great Powers had become restless
and suspicious of one another, and one Power, Germany, was seriously considering the possibility of some bold stroke which
would put her beyond the reach of rivalry. Germany, since her victory over France in 1870, had become a very great and rich
nation: she had spread her commerce over the world; and she was anxious to create an empire akin to those of Britain and
France. But she began the task too late in the day; she could succeed only at the expense of her neighbours. The ambition of

Germany was, therefore, one perpetual source of danger.

(John Buchan and Henry Newbolt. Days to Remember: The British Empire in the Great War. — R E)
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