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As northern Europe grew gradually quieter during the eleventh and twelfth centuries, Antwerp rose somewhat in
importance; and the magnificence of its cathedral, the earliest part of which dates from 1352, sufficiently shows that the town
was increasing in wealth and population during the palmy period when Bruges and Ghent governed the trade of the Continent.

But when, in the fifteenth century and the beginning of the sixteenth, Bruges began to decline (partly from political causes,

but more still from changes in navigation and trade routes), Antwerp rose suddenly to the first position in the Low Countries®
and perhaps in Europe. Its large, deep, and open port was better adapted to the increasing shipping of the new epoch than

were the shallow and narrow canals or rivers of Ghent, Bruges, and Brussels.
(Grant Allen, Belgium, its cities (volume 2). —EReLZE)
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(Paul Cartledge, After Thermopylae. —HHiLZE)
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